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A look of sustainable development goal no. 4 in Afghanistan
[bookmark: _Toc70033251]		Introduction
The United Nations set a quality education goal to ensure quality education to all people across the globe. According to the United Nations statistics show, by 2018, more than 260 million children were not in school. Afghanistan is one of the countries listed as the least developed country by the United Nations. It has made tremendous progress in ensuring quality education for its population. This is in line with the United Nations sustainable development goal no.4 that aims to ensure quality education in countries, especially girls' education. 
According to the United Nations, quality education is essential to better living standards as it enables an individual to access quality jobs. The United Nations developed this goal to encourage inclusivity and equality in education. For a long, long period, the girl child was not given quality education in many parts of the world. Thus, the development of the goal promoted quality education and lifelong learning. The united nation developed this development goal to reduce inequality in societies and reach gender balance worldwide. To ensure quality education, the developing countries were developing a mechanism that would ensure quality education. Under this goal, the United Nations had ten targets that are to be met before 2030.  Under goal number 4, the United Nations aimed at ensuring all boys and girls received elementary education by 2030. This is primary and secondary school education for all children regardless of gender or race. The second target was to ensure access to quality development during childhood that involves preprimary education and care that ensures they are ready for education at the primary level. By 2030, United Nations aimed to ensure quality vocational training for all genders, including university education (Burridge et al. 2016). 
Development goal no.4 aimed at ensuring increased numbers of youths who have relevant life skills, vocational and technical skills that will enable them to acquire employment or become entrepreneurs. This would elevate their living standards. Also, the fifth target of quality education was to eradicate gender inequalities and ensure equal access to education for all people, including the disabled and thus living in vulnerable areas. This will ensure many people have numeracy and literacy skills which is the sixth target. Also, the UN aimed at ensuring sustainable development through education. Education enables people to acquire lifestyle skills understand human rights and vocational skills that will improve their living standards. This would promote culture, world people, and globalization across the globe. This will be achieved through the shared culture learned in schools and understanding diversity among people. Inclusivity is essential in all aspects of life, and thus the goal is to engage all groups of society to acquire education and create an enabling environment for learning. The ninth target was to increase world scholarships in developing countries to enable learners to acquire high education in developed countries and even the developing countries. The last target was to increase the number of teachers through international cooperation and training of teachers in developing countries and specifically in countries they termed as the least developed countries. Afghanistan is one of the countries listed as least developed and has embraced this goal and has witnessed an increase in learners' enrolment in schools (Webb et al. 2017). 
In order to reduce poverty in the least developed countries, the United Nations developed goal no. 4 to influence their thinking and equip them with developmental skills. The emphasis is not only on education but ensuring quality education for the people. Due to differences in education level between the rich and the poor and between the males and females in these countries, balance in the education system is necessary to ensure steady growth of the economy. Afghanistan has taken this initiative to provide quality education to its population. Through UNICEF and World Bank aid, which are united Nations agencies, the country has recorded increased numbers of people with literacy and numerous skills and high numbers of learners in school. 39% of the school population are female learners, which has seen more girls acquire quality education. As such, the focus of this paper attempts to close the gap between the female and male learners in Afghanistan. As target by the united Nations developmental goal no.4, Afghanistan aims at ensuring equality in education and quality education for all genders. 
[bookmark: _Toc70033252]Background
Many people in developing countries experience extreme poverty. Under sustainable goals, the United Nations aimed to elevate these people's living standards in the least developed countries like Afghanistan. A collective of 17 goals was developed to address the problems in the developing countries. These goals include; eradicate poverty in society, ensuring zero hunger among people, increasing people's well-being and ensuring good health for all, providing quality education that is essential for developing countries, and ensuring gender equality in the world. Other goals are ensuring all people have access to clean water and better sanitation, ensuring people can access cheap and clean energy, ensure decent work and economic growth in all countries, and ensure industrialization, innovation, and infrastructure in world countries. Other sustainable development goals developed by the United Nations included reducing inequalities in society, ensuring sustainable cities and cities, monitoring consumption among people and ensure responsible consumption and production, action on climate, life below water, ensuring better life on land, maintaining world peace, justice, and strong institutions across the globe and ensuring partnership for these goals (Assembly 2015).
Goal no. 4 was significant among all the sustainable development goals. It ensures continuity of the society and also crucial in attaining the development goals. All skills in every aspect of life in the world are acquired through education, and thus education influences the others aspects of life. Through education, people acquire skills and knowledge to access job opportunities and thus eradicate poverty. Also, it enables people to discover their potentials and thus become more valuable to society.  This makes it more valuable. 
At the start of the 21st century, Afghanistan had a low enrolment of learners in primary and secondary schools. The country has one of improved education in the developing countries, including the K-12 level and higher education. This is supervised under the ministry of education. Since the start of the 21st century, the country has been undergoing a rebuilding process of the sector that has seen an increase of learners to 9.2 million. This is almost nine times the number of learners enrolled in 2001, including almost zero enrolled girls in schools. Girls make 39% of the school population in Afghanistan as of 2020. This has been achieved through the national education plans developed in the country since 2001. This increase has been achieved through the partnership of the national government and the United Nations agencies that aim at ensuring quality education in the country. Although this has been achieved, more children have not managed to acquire education. It is estimated that more than 3 million children in Afghanistan do not have access to education. Out of the 3 million, 60% of these children are girls and thus need to enroll them in schools to attain equality. The country's literacy level stands at 55.6% for people who have acquired secondary school education. Also, this development has seen an increase in schools in the country from 3400 in 2001 to 16400 in 2021. As such, Afghanistan citizens have more access to education in the 21st century than before (Jackson 2011). 
[bookmark: _Toc70033253]Data description
Afghanistan has experienced an increase in the number of learners seeking education. Although the number of girls is still meager, there are tremendous efforts to ensure equality in the schooling programs. There is a big gap between the female learners enrolled in secondary schools and the male learners enrolled. Although there significant improvements in the numbers of girls enrolled in schools, the difference is still significant. The population of girls in schools in Afghanistan makes only 36.8% of the total population as of 2018, while the population of boys in schools recorded the same year is relatively high. The country experiences variations in enrollments since 2017, with the highest enrollment in secondary schools being in 2018 with a percent of 50.4%. Also, the year recorded the highest number of girls enrolled in secondary schools, with 36.8% of the total population (Mashwani 2017). As shown in the graph and table in the appendix, the population of learners in Afghanistan increases over the years. The increase of girls in schools overall learners has led to increased literacy levels in the country. The number of boys in schools is higher than that of girls and thus the need to improve the enrolment of girls. 
[bookmark: _Toc70033254]Conclusion and discussion
Afghanistan has the lowest literacy level among the Asian countries. Its education is relatively lower, but the country has made tremendous improvements in its education sector over the years. Following the United Nations' sustainable goal no. 4, the country has been able to partners with World Bank and other agencies to improve the quality of education in the country. This has been shown by the increased number of learners in their schools and graduating from various levels of education. 
The constitution of the country gives equal access to all children. Through the ministry of education and ministry of higher education, the governments of Afghanistan provide free and compulsory elementary education. The children are entitled to an education regardless of their gender. This is a change from the earlier years when the constitution did not cater to equality. Although the education system is ranked very low than the other systems globally, there are significant improvements that have seen improvement in the literacy level (Samady 2013). Also, the number of female learners increases over the years. 
Although there is a significant improvement in the country's education sector, the success has not come easily. There are challenges and shortcomings of the policies taken to polish the education sector in the country. The common challenge has been resources to cater to the increasing number of learners in all levels of education. Before 2001, the country had limited schools, and the number has remained low compared to the high numbers of children being enrolled every year. Though sustainable goal number 4, the government in Afghanistan understands the benefits of quality education and the role played by education in ensuring equality. This has led to great emphasis on education to create a better society. As such, Afghanistan has made education available for all children regardless of race or ethnicity. 
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Table 1: educational enrollment of learners 
	secondary school education

	Net enrollment rate (%)
	2013
	2014
	2015
	2016
	2017
	2018

	Total enrollment 
	46.2
	46.1
	45.4
	46.7
	48.5
	50.4

	Female learners 
	32.8
	33.2
	32.9
	33.8
	35.2
	36.8

	Male learners
	58.9
	58.3
	57.3
	58.9
	61.2
	63.3





Graph 1: a representation of enrollment of learners in secondary school in Afghanistan 
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